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Habitat Diversity
Attracts A Variety
of Birds

Bowdoin National Wildlife Refuge,
located 7 miles east of Malta on Old
Highway 2 in northeastern Montana,
was established in 1936. Although
managed primarily for ducks and
geese, the Refuge is known for its
colonies of nesting birds. Franklin's
gulls, black-crowned night-herons,
eared grebes, and white-faced ibises
nest in the bulrush marshes of Lake
Bowdoin. American white pelicans,
double-crested cormorants, great blue
herons, and California and ring-billed
gulls occupy the lake’s several islands.
Sprague's pipits, Baird's sparrows,
and chestnut-collared longspurs are
typical upland nesting birds found on
the Refuge.

Most of this 15,551-acre Refuge is
shortgrass prairie interspersed with
diked impoundments. Shelterbelts of
trees and shrubs have been planted
throughout the Refuge. Such habitat
diversity provides homes for a variety
of bird species. Refuge visitors can
easily drive through these habitats
by using the auto tour route.

About this
Checklist

Seasons of
Occurrence:

Seasonal
Abundance:

Other Codes

The 263 species listed in this leaflet
have all been observed on the Refuge.
All species names are in accordance
with the A.0.U. Checklist of North
American Birds, 7th edition, 1998.
For clarity, some of the former names
are shown in parentheses. Those
species listed as "vagrants" have been
seen only a few times on the Refuge.
Please report any additional sightings
of vagrants to the Refuge staff.

Sp  Spring (March-May)

Su  Summer (June-July)

F Fall (August-November)

W Winter (December-February)

a abundant—occurring in large

numbers
c common— certain to be seen in
suitable habitat

u uncommon—ypresent, but not
certain to be seen

0  occasional—seen only a few
times during a season

r  rare—seen once a year or less

v vagrant—less than five sightings
at Bowdoin

species known to nest on the
Refuge
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Loons __0Canvasback .......cceeeerererereeenesesesesenesesesesenns c
__ Common Loon ....cceeeeeceerereeeerreeneesevennens o o T __®Redhead ...oeveeeeeneneneeneieeeeeeeeeeeene c
Grebes __ Ring-necked Duck .....ccecevevereerrereeerrerennne. u
_ oPied-billed GLeDE oo N . __ Greater SCaup .....ccoceevererrereereerrreesesserennns 0
__oHorned Grebe ......ccoeeeeeeeeeeeneeeecncneneecnenene u u u —>*Leaser SCaup """""""""""""""""""""""" ¢
__ Red-necked Grebe ........oeeeeeereveereceerennne r — Harlequin DUCK oo \f
__oEared Grebe ....veeeeeeeenenencncnennncnenene a a a — Sur'f Sco‘Fer """""""""""""""""""""" v
oWestern Grebe ......eeveeveeeeenerenenns ¢c ¢ u — White-winged SCoter .....omvreerinene r
__0C1ark’s Grebe .....coeeeeeereeeeeeereeeeereeevenens u u u — OlASQUAW e r
__eBufflehead ......ccooeevrvevnrieerreeeeeeene c
Pelicans __oCommon Goldeneye ...........cceeereveererennnes a
__®American White Pelican ........ccceeuenenene a a a _ Barrow’s Goldeneye ...........ooooeeeeeeeveeeen. r
Cormorants __ Hooded Merganser .........cccveuviueuveucencnns 0
__eDouble-crested Cormorant .................. - - __ Common Merganser .........cooeeeeeeeeererenenenns c
__ Red-breasted Merganser..........cccceueveunee. u
Herons __*Ruddy DUcK....oeeeerrreerrcerrceeeeeenne c
__eAmerican Bittern ......cccceceveveeeeceeverenenee. u u u
__oGreat Blue Heron ........cccoeeveeveeereeveeeennees c ¢ ¢ Hawks, Eagles
_ Great EGIet . eeeeeeeesseesseeensssn 0 _ OSPIEY eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeens
BT a 07 o A ' . B __ Bald Eagle ... r u
__ Cattle EGIet .oveeercereeeeeeeereseeseeseenennans r r __*Northern Harrier (Marsh Hawk)............ ¢c ¢
Green Heron .....eereeeeeeeeveresesenennns v — Sharp-shinned HAWK w.....oovvviiinerrrrrnns rou
__eBlack-crowned Night-Heron.................. N - B __ Cooper’s HAWK ....ccoeveeeeeererererenencncnennecncnene u
. _ Northern GoshawkK ........ceeeverververververnenne 0
Ibis . . __ Broad-winged Hawk .....cccoeuveeeerereeeennnne 0
__*White-faced IDiS .....ccceveverererrererrenrrrenennnne ¢ c u I T o . B
Geese __®Red-tailed Hawk....... o u
__ Greater White-fronted Goose................... O r o __*Ferruginous Hawk ....... 0 o
 SNOW GOOSE eeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeeeeeereeesenenesesenns u u __ Rough-legged Hawk u
_ RO0SS GOOSE .ecveevereeererererereresereesesaenenaes r 0 __ Golden Eagle ... u
__0Canada GOOSE ....ccceeverecererreerererreeresserenens a a a o Falcons
Swans __®American Kestrel (Sparrow Hawk)........
__ Tundra Swan (Whistling Swan) .............. u ¢ T __ Merlin .ccevveveeeneeenene
Ducks ~ Purogrine Favon .
_ ®Wo00d DUCK ..ottt c ¢ ¢ - L
__ Prairie Falcon ......ccoeeveveeeceeeieeeeeerennne u u
_0GaAdWall .. a a r
__ Eurasian Wigeon........cceceeueeueevereeeeeecreennns r Gallinaceous Birds
__*American Wigeon ......cccceeeereeeerereerererennns a ¢ a r __*Gray Partridge ..o o ¢ ¢
__ American Black Duck v __Ring-necked Pheasant ........cccococevevurueueneee. c ¢ ¢
_oMallard .....ooeeveeereeerereenenne a a a u _0520€ GIOUSE ..ccoveveeeeeeeeiereeeeseeeseseeveenes u u u
__*Blue-winged Teal ................. a a a __eSharp-tailed Grouse .......c.ccceceeeeeeeeeereececcne c ¢ c
__oCinnamon Teal.......ccoueeuenn..... c c u _ Wild TUFKEY wceeveeeenereeieeeecireeeeeeeienenes o)
__eNorthern Shoveler ............... a a a Rails, Gallinules
—>Northern Pintail ....oooorveror a8 a Jan o  YelloW Railcoerseeeeeses s sessssse
— Garganey . v O Virginia Raileeeroereeeeeeseeeeesee e
__oGreen-winged Teal ......ccccoevevenrevereneenenenes a a a o



Cranes
__oSandhill Crane..........oeeeveeeereerereereerereerennens

Plovers

__ Black-bellied Plover.........ccccecereveeerurnenee.
__ American Golden Plover .........cccceueueuee.e.
__ Snowy PlOVer ....ecevevereereeeeeeenenes
__ Semipalmated Plover.........ccccecvvevervrverenee.
__oPiping PlOVer .....ccoveeeeeeeneeereneneneereneecnenene
__OKIIIAEET vttt
__ Mountain Plover ........ccccoceeverenrercrenerrenne.

Stilts, Avocets
__eBlack-necked Stilt......ccceveererrerrerrererrennenne
@ AMerican AVOCET ... veeeeeeereeeeeeeeereenes

Sandpipers

__ Greater Yellowlegs .....ccoeevevenrevcnenernenenes
__ Lesser Yellowlegs.....ccccevevevenrerenennenenenes
__ Solitary Sandpiper
_ OWillet ..
__eSpotted Sandpiper
__eUpland Sandpiper.................
__ Whimbrel .....cocervvvrranne
__eLong-billed Curlew
__ Hudsonian Godwit
__oMarbled GOAWit.......coceeeeeeeeeeeeneneececeennacacnene
Ruddy Turnstone ......cecceeeveevereneerenenennnn
Red KNot ...
Sanderling .......ccceceevevereeeneninenereneeeneeneen
Semipalmated Sandpiper..........ccceeeenne.
Western Sandpiper.........coceeevevereereencenns
Least Sandpiper ......ccoceeveveeereverenerrencenen.
White-rumped Sandpiper ........ccceeceveuene.
Baird’s Sandpiper ......ccoeceveereverennrenecennn.
Pectoral Sandpiper.......ccceeveevereeveencennn.
DUNLD cooeiiiiieeeeeeceeeecetneeaeas
Stilt Sandpiper ........ccccceeenee.
Buff-breasted Sandpiper
Short-billed Dowitcher .......
Long-billed Dowitcher.........
__0CommOon SNIPe....cceceveerererreerenrreerereseerenenes

Phalaropes
__oWilson’s Phalarope .......ccceeceveeevevenenennenee.
__ Red-necked Phalarope (Northern) ........
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__ Red Phalarope.......cccceeeeeeereeeceeeeeeeceennnnnes v
Gulls
__ oFranklin’s Gull.......ccceevereveeeereeereeenecrenenne a a a
__ Bonaparte’s Gull .....coeeeeeereevenenrenennnnne. r r r
__*Ring-billed Gull ......ccceeeveeereerrrrreerrrnnnes a a a
__eCalifornia Gull ........cceeeereeeeeveereerereeeereeenens a a a
__ Herring Gull ..o u 0
_ Sabine’s GUIL ....coeeeevevercreeereeeereereeneenee v
Terns
__0Caspian Tern ......ccceeeeeverereererenesreesessenenes r o
__*Common Tern @ c
__eArctic Tern............. v
__ Forster’s Tern e T
__®BIACK TEIN ..coveeveeeeeeecercrcrceeeeeereereereeseenns @© c
Doves
_ ROCK DOVE ueeeeeeeeeeveeeeeteceeveeeeeene 0
__oMourning DoVe ......cceevevenreverenererescneennen c
Cuckoos
__*Black-billed Cuckoo .......cceceeeereerereerveruens u u
__ Yellow-billed Cuckoo .......ccceeeeveeverververuens r r
Owls
__eKastern Screech-Owl ........oeevevverevveevennnns r o r
__oGreat Horned OWI .......cccoevveeererevrecrennenens u u u
_ SNOWY OWl et 0 0
__eBurrowing Owl ..... u u u
__eLong-eared Owl..... 0O o o
__eShort-eared Owl u u u
__ Northern Saw-whet Owl .................. r r r
Goatsuckers
__eCommon Nighthawk.......ccceceeeerrrrevecerrenne. r u u
Humminghirds
__*Ruby-throated Hummingbird................. r r o
Kingfishers
__ Belted Kingfisher ........ccccocvevevnrevenenuenene. u u u
Woodpeckers
__*Red-headed Woodpecker........ccccceeeeurunneee. 0O o T
__ Yellow-bellied Sapsucker..........cccccceurueeve. r r r
__*Downy Woodpecker .......cccoceveeererevereruenenes u u u
__oHairy Woodpecker .......cccoeeverenerrevereruenenes u u u
__eNorthern Flicker (Common Flicker)...... (d c e
Flycatchers
__*Western Wood-Pewee ........oeveeevevernenen 0 o o0
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__ Alder Flycatcher.......coeeeerereeeeerererenenenns v Thrushes, Bluebirds
__oWillow Flycatcher.......ccoceveveeeerreveeerrrnenee. r r r __ Mountain Bluebird ........ccoeoeeeereeceererennee.
__eLeast Flycatcher.......cccceceeveeeerneveeerennenene. u u __ Townsend’s Solitaire........ccceeereeeevererennne
__eSay’s Phoebe ......coceeuvurunnee. 0O o o L VRO Yt
__eWestern Kingbird ................. u u Gray-cheeked Thrush v
__eEastern Kingbird ................. c ¢ ¢ __ Swainson’s Thrush 0
__ Scissor-tailed Flycatcher v __ Hermit Thrush 0
Shrikes _ Wood'Thrush resssnns
__eLoggerhead Shrike.......cccoceeererererererencrenene u ¢ u _OAmt.emcan Robin
"~ Northern Shrike N _ Varied Thrush ...oeeeecieeeeeeeeeeeenes
Vireos Thrashers '
__ Warbling Vireo . __ Gray Catbird e
__ Red-eyed Vireo . . B __ Northern Mockingbird....
__ ®Brown Thrasher ..........eeeerenenrenenns
Jays, Magpies, Crows ]
__ Blue Jay e 0O o 0 o Starlings .
_eBlack-billed Magpie N . B __eKuropean Starling .........ccceceeeeevesererenenenene
_ American Crow .....coceceveereereererrersesreseeenes u o u o Pipits
Larks __ American (Wa.tter) Pipit v
__oHorned Lark ......cceceeevennrvcninneceneeenenes c c ¢ u B
Swallows Waxwings. .
_ 0Tree SWalloOW ....ceeeeeereererereeereeereeeeeerenns ® c — Bohemian WF:%XWng """"""""""""""""""
__eNorthern Rough-winged Swallow ......... . . __oCedar Waxwing ........coceceeeevererrreereresserennns
__eBank Swallow u u u Warblers
__oCliff Swallow a a a __ Tennessee Warbler .......ccoccceveerrerenernenennes
__*Barn Swallow c ¢ ¢ __ Orange-crowned Warbler ........cccceeevevencne
Chickadees __eYellow Warbler .........
__eBlack-capped Chickadee .......cccecerureeerenne u u u c — Cape May Warbler
__ Mountain Chickadee......ccoeererrrerrrrrrernnns 0 — Yellow-rumped Warbler
(Myrtle and Audubon’s Warblers)....
Nuthatches __ Townsend’s Warbler ...........ccceeeeverererenennes
__ Red-breasted Nuthatch........cccoceeuuneee.e. r r o r __ Blackburnian Warbler ...
Creepers __ Palm Warbler ......oovevvvevennrccnineeennes
B S N e 1 v __ Blackpoll Warbler .........ccceceeeeeeeececneerececcne 0
. _ American Redstart......ccoceevevveeeevvueenennes 0
Wrens, Dippers _ OVeNDbird.....coceeeeeeeenieeeieeeeseeseeeeeenes 0
_ Rock Wren ...t r r r  Northern Waterthrushe... ..o o
_OH(.)use Wren .. c ¢ u _ Mourning Warbler ......ooeeroorere
_ Winter Wren ......coceeeevcnnnnennenenceenene A _ MacGillivray’s Warbler ... o
_ Sedge WIen ....cceeeeeeeieeeeeeseeeseseeveenes \  eCommon YelloWthroat ... u
__OMarsh Wren ......ccceeeevecenineeencnineeeneseeneenes @® c u o  WAISON'S WATbLeT oo o
Kinglets __ Yellow-breasted Chat........ccceevureuruvcurucnes r
__ Golden-crowned Kinglet .......c.cccceeveuneeee. 0o o Tanagers
— Ruby-crowned Kinglet....oommesininn Scarlet Tanager.......ccceceeeeeeeeereeeeceereerececens
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__ Western Tanager ........ccoeeeverervenersesennnne 0
Towhees, Sparrows
__oSpotted Towhee......ccoeeveeeeurnenene u u u
__ American Tree Sparrow e C c
__oChipping Sparrow ........cceceeeeeeeerrerereereeens c ¢ u
__oClay-colored Sparrow.........ccececeerereeverenenes u u u
__*Brewer’s Sparrow .........c.eeceeeeeereseereneens u u u
__OVESPET SPAITOW....ceverereerrrrererersrreesessesenenes u u
__eLark Sparrow .............. 0 0
__eLark Bunting................ c c ¢
__eSavannah Sparrow ¢c ¢ u
__oGrasshopper SParrow ........c.eecceeevesenes u u
__*Baird’s Sparrow........cccceeeecereerrereneseeeens u o o0
__ LeConte’s Sparrow.......cececeeeerverereererenenns r r
__ FOX SParrow ......ceeevenenneneneeneenenns r r
__eSong Sparrow .............. ¢ c¢c ¢
__ Lincoln’s Sparrow u u
__ White-throated Sparrow u u
__ Harris’ Sparrow ......ccececeeeeeeeeeececreeeecncnene u u
__ White-crowned Sparrow .........c.cececeeeeeeeene ¢ [
__ Golden-crowned Sparrow .........c.ceeeeeeeeee Y
__ Dark-eyed Junco (Slate-colored Junco).. 'u u
__eMcCown’s Longspur u u
__ Lapland Longspur ......
__ Smith’s Longspur .......cccceeveenene
__eChestnut-collared Longspur .................... ¢ ¢ u
__ Snow Bunting ......ceceevevenniiennneneninnnennes 0 u
Grosbheaks, Buntings
__ Rose-breasted Grosbeak ........ccceeveevenene. r r r
__ Black-headed Grosbeak ..........cccceeveeeerenne r r
__ Blue Grosbeak v
__ Lazuli Bunting r r
Blackbirds, Orioles
_ BODOINK vttt 0 o0
__®Red-winged Blackbird ........cccececererururuenee. a a a
__oWestern Meadowlark .........cccoeeeveeveceerennne a a a
__*Yellow-headed Blackbird...........ccceeueuenenee a a a
__ Rusty Blackbird ......ccccevevevnnevcnininenenes
__*Brewer’s Blackbird...... ¢ u u
__*Common Grackle.......... ® c o
__ Great-tailed Grackle v Vv
__*Brown-headed Cowbird........cccceeerrevuerennns c c u
__ Orchard Oriole ......ccceeeveveeceeeceereereecrenne v
__*Baltimore Oriole .......ccceceeeeeeevreverreceerenns u u u
__*Bullock’s OFi0le .....ccceeerevereeceeeneeenreeerennns u u u
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Finches
__ Pine Grosbeak r r r
__ Cassin’s Finch v
__oHouse Finch....eeieieecceeieiecveerecnenns 0 0O 0 O
_ Red Crossbill ......ceeeeeeeeeeeeeerecrenrenrennenns v
__ Common Redpoll.......ccceeevevenrerenenurreenne u u
__ Hoary Redpoll.....cooeeeninreniiccnireenene r r
__ Pine SisKkin .....ccceeveevenenes u 0
__eAmerican Goldfinch c ¢ c
__ Evening Grosbeak 0o o
0ld World Sparrows
__oHoUSE SParrow ....ececeeeeeeeeevereereercnesneneenns c ¢ ¢ ¢
Notes
Date Total
Observers
Weather Time
Comments

Equal opportunity to participate in and benefit from
programs and activities of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service is available to all individuals regardless of physical
or mental ability. Dial 7-1-1 for a free connection to the
state transfer relay service for TTY and voice calls to
and from the speech and hearing impaired. For more
information or to address accessibility needs, please contact
the Refuge staff at 406 / 654 2863 or the U.S. Department
of the Interior, Office of Equal Opportunity, 1849 C Street,
NW, Washington, D.C. 20240.



